Good Newes to ( briſtendome. 


Sent toa Venetian in Ligorne,from a Merchant 
in ALEXANDRIA. 


Drſcouering a wonderfull and ſtrange Apparition,yviſibly ſeene for many dayes 
togither in Arabia,oucr'the place, where the juppoſed Tonibeof Manomer (the 


Turkiſh Prophet) is incloſed : By which the learned Arabians prognollicatethe 
Reducing & Calling of the great Turke to Chriſti :nitie, With many othernotable 
Accidents : But the moſt remarkable is the miraculous rayring 
of Bloud about RomE. 


Done out of the ltalian. 
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Gentle Reader: - 


FP ( onfeſſe onto you,when this [et- 
1D] ter came firſt into my hand, 
which was about the 2.0 of De- 
cember, brought as it ſhould 
ſeeme by ſome of the lat Vencs 
tian company, 1 read it 44 4 
thing according to the Italian 
phraſe, trouata or bugiarda ; and chriſined it with 
this opinion, that it could march in no other rancke of 
rperivie, then amongft our ſelues the Suſſex Serpent, 
the German Gholts, and thegreat Armiemer in Tag 
tarie marching by the Caſpian ſhore over Taurus, 
all which of my owne knowledge came out of the ſhop of 
invention, and were bebolding more to deniſe, then. ei- 
ther religion or diſcretion: ſo that ina manner 1 diſ- 
claimed the tran/lating of it, and put it from me With 4 
kinde of contraFted brow : but in truth there were cer- 

A 3 Faine 


--» be thought,and wrote what he ſpake ;bat we as ſoldiers 


eaine reaſons, which got themaſterie oner my Iudgment, 
and kept that awhile predominant againſt further pre- 
ſumption. Firſt,the difficultie of the ſtile, being my ſelf 
a Derypoore Linguiſt. For bad not the pulling hooke of 
Florios Diftionarie brought many Words neerer onto 
me, they had all paſſed for ſtrangers, and thoſe which 
you haue,meerely come from the apprehenſion of the ſen- 
gence in the coherence of the matter, rather then the par- 
ticular [ignification of the words by themſelues, Se- 
condly, the time, wherein we line, not like #hat conciſe... 
 Hiſtoriographer Cornclius Tacitus, Þbo ſake What 


mnder good Commanders, Who muFt ſunply obey, and 
though neuer ſo Wiſe, diſpute uot a word by way of con- 
teſtation with the buſmes impoſed. Thirdly, a priuate 
conference with ſome Italians,whbo only put it off with 
a ſhrug of the ſhoulder when any thing is d\tafting vn- 
t0 them : altbough ſome of them went further,andcryed 
ont aloud, «5 their manner is, Cancro and Cazz0 
when they diſlike a thing. Laſt of all, my owne poore 
aftaires, Which haue bufied me otherwiſe, and out of the 
rules of moralitie tyed me to the prenention of wants,and 
that intolerable, and inſupportable oexation to depend 
open any mans bountie. For queſtionles Friendſhip now 
adaies ts but Ike a fire from a painted cloth, which for 


all che braue ſhow reflefeth no warmth : ſo that may 
i I ||: 1-5 4 8 


well conclude with the Dutchman, he neuer fared worſe 
then when be wiſht for bis dinner: notwithſtanding all 
theſe reaſons,and ſome thing elſe more pleaſantly enfor- 
ced tbe nmporeunitie of my freinds, and that ſame auri: 
{acra fames, got the upper hand of nicitie,and not on- 
ly. put the booke into my hand, but extratied this poore 
- revolktion out of a barren ſþring, which more and more 
© T confeſſe opened her ſeife from-my owne afſeFion to the: 
m41ter and poore experience of certaine repinings enen 
amungSt the Turks themſelues, again$t che long pro- 
traftion of Mahomets returne bens now full 40 yeere' 
elapſed beyond. their owne ac#onnt, and bis promiſe to 
bring them glad tidings of anew Paradice : andin truth 
When I conſidered thoſe excellent pradifhons of Scrip + 
ture,that Antichrift ſhall nat only be diſconered but even 
puniſhed in this world-; that.the Tewes ſhanld be recalled, 
and. all apparantly to be 'ſeene before that doome of 
doomes ,and ſcourge of incredulitie the terror of the laft- 
tudgement : I caſt op @ new account for the entertaining 
' thus relation, and rancked it thus in tbe maniple of my: 
endeuors, Which though it-troupe with a file or two, yet 
according to the ſtraitnes of, the paſſage may ſerue the... 
turne, 4s well as @ greater Armie, or ſtronger forces. 
Accept it #hen, good Reader, and if you be not curious 
concerning the ſullnes of truth, and infallibilitie of the_ 
WALLET. ; Joumay make this bulruſh of noweltie hold op 


your 


your bead in the calmer Waters of ſecuritie that you fink 
not ouer head and e ares into pride, contempt, and care- 
leſnes. Firſt,confidering God bath ſuch a worke to bring: 
to paſſe, and he will finiſh it in his due time, Secondly, 
that alchouzh the Vrim and the Thummim ceaſe, 
end miracles are very ſparing ; yet the beauens declare 
the glory of God, and many fearefull accidents hane bin 
prefigured by apparition. Thirdly, that therefore the. 
heauens burne firſt to ligbt us the way to repentance. | 
and ſeeing there muſ? come a diſſolution of all things, to 
Þrepare our bearts to put confidence in nothing: Fourth- 
ly,and that we be not ſo"ſtupefied, as not to admire the 
Apocalyps of hidden myteries,but verily beliene there 
is ſomething to be done, which we cannot apprehend by 
reaſon. Laſt of all, to continue our holy duties, efpeci- 
ally priuate prayers,aud contrition, which ſhall ſo molli- 
fie our hard bearts, that they ſhall make the lifting 
vþ of onr hands as incenſe,and by Way of pre. 
\pitiation moue God to continue 11 
mercies,and auert his 
iudements from 
Vs. 


THE MAG NIFE 
CENT SIGNIOR Arutso 


CanD1Do, of the familie of Mori- 
{ini, reſt Ries at LEGORNE, as Goucr- 
nor of the Venetian Factoric 
there. 


Fj Ccording to the truſt res 
Sl polcdin me, Imademy 
 COMMOTIANCE IN Allex- 
andria , all the whilethe 
o0ods were vnloding 
out of the ( aftor & Pol- 
|| Jax of Leaca : wherein I 
recciued thoſe balles of 
ſilke, and ronke ofgold, for which [I preſently 


rrucked with Eleazar Bedythe Iv , dwclling i ” 
.B the 


| 
| 


(2) 
the Semiter ſtreete of the tribe of Tachar, and re- 
cciued in ſultaneſes and vncut ſtones , what 
thought correſpondenrto the value, all which 
I haue returned vnto you by my bovuke of ac- 
counts, vnder the truſt of Bartholomeo Toco the 
Florentine , who ſtandeth charged & is acconn- 
tabletorthe ſame: rhe greaterſtuftsand cheſts 
ofglaſſesarecntred into the blancks of the cu- 
ſtome-houſe, and you ſhall recciue thebill of 
Beniamin Hely the Iew, who is chicfe farmer vn- 
derthe Baſha for the ſame : and fo when I had 
thus ordered your buſineſſe with ſome cheere- 
full confidence, that you ſhould receiue 4. for 


one; Irookethe WE RP of a Turkiſh ( ar- 


miſall,and went preſently ro (ayro : we rooke 
themiddle ſtreame : for you muſt know,thar 
- Nilus brancheth, out with 57. heads into the 
midlandſca, & Hautnga pleaſant wind North» 
welt and by north,quickly ſaluted the riuerin 
her fulnefſe, which without controuerſic had 
driuen vs backe with the {wiftneſle of his cur- 
rent, had notthegoodneſſeof our {ailescoun- 
terchecked the violence of his ſpecde, ſothat 
we madethreedaics iorney of thispaſsage:and 
although I doe not accuſtometo hill vp apri- 
uateletter with publike diſcourſes, cither con- 

ccrnung 


(3) 
cerning Tepogrephy orlgrayhy, yet cannot o- 


ucr paſlcean accidentthathappencd vnto vsthe 
ſecond day : Fora littlea fore noone we heard 
bl _ among the reedes, and wondring 
what it was, we might well percciucit was no- 
thing but a crocadile howling ouer a woman, 
whom it had caught? asif a beard of wolues 
had bin comming downe the mountaine to 
barke at the moone, And truly Good Sir, it is 
ſtrangero relate , how raucnous and fell in de- 
{tres theſe creatures are of women , and will 
huntthem extreamely by the ſcar, imitating the 
Allegators of Guinea, neuer to ſhow their bodies 
rill - can obteine their pray:yeaſuch is their 
manner, that they will pafleby children and 
men,and take onely the oportuniticto ſurpriſc 
the women, whom they will ſtrip as hinkios 
' ly of their apparell, after they haue brought 
_ themtotheir neſts, asifthey had bin VB 2 

kindof cunning notto be combred withtheir 
 {lurtifhneſs : yer mult I not let paſse this ſecrer 
of nature , that they Kays - vie to pinch 
the necke and head {oatthe firſt, that the miſc- 
Table wretch left ro a pray findeth a curtefiein = 
thediſpatch of her life, for otherwiſc it werea 
thouſand deaths to beſo long a dying, confi- 


B 2 dering 


(4) 


dcring ſhe isthree howres a howling ouerthe 
body, before ſhe deuoure it, of which yet how 
raucnous fo cuerſhe be, ſhe leaues the head on- 
ly vntouched,bur after ſhe hath done howling, 
he cates, afrer cating ſhe weepecs,aftcr weeping 
ſhe ſleepes, & then, they are many rimes ſlaine, 
and their young, ones ſtolne fromthem : this 
was the voice we heard, and within an hower 
after we meta boat of Myiptians , who camero 
ſecke the woman, anddiicoucred vnto vs,that 
fhc was apoore mans wife, that had: beenets 
cather reedes that morning with her husband,, 
and byreaſon of ſomediſpleaſure,. thought to 
be reucnged by ſequeſtring her ſclfc, and (o- 
wasſurpriſcdby the ſerpent, as a-warningto 0» 
ther women, notto-make euery {mall vynkind- 
neſs, the author ofalumpiſhcountenance,or a 
fullen hcart : the next day we aproachedthe 
orcat Citie , 'of which to-ralke neucr ſo little, 
would makemy kterto-great,andbeſides you 
hauc bin intheſe parts:yourſelte, & make dai- 
ly vicof moſt oberant relations, & remarkable: 
circumftances. It was notlong ere prepared 
my lodging , nor long:cre Senior Stepbano Del- 
phino came vnmro: naeiaatiio MOreconue- 
nicncy in. mine.then hisowne , quickly {cried 

himſclfe 
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(5) 
himſelfe' to beare me oa a nor long erc 
the great Caravan troup of marchants ariued 
from 07m, who-came the next way ouer Aras 
bia with 600. Camels, and 200. 4rabian horle 
for their Conuoy , whoſe intertainement for 5. 
weekes colt the Merchants 3000. Checkinoes a- 
mongſt them : they onely taricd a day-anda 
night ro makethemſclues drunke ; which they 
may quick y doe. Forthoughthewinc of Pa- 
keſtina, hich. we much vented hereybereafona- 
ble good, yetas if they would pleaſure Bacchus 
—_ an vnſatiatedefireto cellebrate his Orgier, | 
they intermingledtheberries of Ethiopia, whole 
fulſome iuycedoe rather intoxicatethebraine, 
then quench thethirſt : The next day they de- 
——_ nd the next day I{ingled outrhecom- 
panic , to finde what Italians were among{t 
themFor ina word I ncuerſaw ſo.manyiran- 
gers in one tourney and agrecingo welltoge- 
ther, the report ofit was pleaſant, bur yvhen I 
heard it from their owne mouthes , it added 
both delight & contermet ,Icould both:name 


the parties and rhe places of cheiraboad. Bur 


becauſcLaimeat another-markelT will not vn- 


furniſh my quiyertofſpend arouing ſhafctono 


purpoſe,but inawword; here were many of-my 
acquaintance, 


(6) 


acquaintance, amongſt whome only Silagno 
Gritti and Bartholomeo Caponi with two friers, 
one an Auguſtine, anotherof the order of Serui, 
lodged in theſamehouſe with vs : They ſpenc 
three daics in reſt, and reſted rhe nighr very 
ſoundly,yerthe friers were many times iang- 
ling, and ſo angred Signior Stephano, that oucrs 
drums once night he bad the deuill take 
them , whether they croſſed themſelues or no: 
the darkneſs interdited my diſcoucric,butl] 
will be ſ{worne , I heard them thump their = 
breaſts to my bed , and Tintreated my Gent: to 
let them alone. Oh,fſaid the Mendicart frier,lit- 
tle do you know thedilcepration berweene vs, 
andleſſe may wenſtruCt you in it, rill a fitter 
opportunity. For we haue ſuch a ſtrange ſto- 
ry to diſcourſe vpon, as will ſpend a dayinthe 
Epitome , and makeall Exrope to wonder in the 
cxemplification. 

Truly good Sir, the very Empbaſi: of his 
words amaſed me, and the ouer deſire of in- 
ſtruction led me preſently to the way of vigi- 
lancy, and I fat vp in my bed, asif I meantto 
heare a'tale indcede;, had not Signior Stephano 
made me alſo the ſubic& of his anger,and bad 
mc go out of the bed,itI was ſowomanilk and 


idlc 


(7) 
idle,that I could notrarry til day light;to heare 
a lying rale of a frier. 

Till chis the Auguſtine frier was filent, bur 
now in ſome diſtemperature raiſed his psfſion, 
as high as cuer Signior Srephanoes was , telling 
himro his face,it was ſpoke likea Lutherane,and 
Feretick, to lay any hack imputation on men of 
their qualitic, religious obſcruants, and farher- 
conteſſors. For they madea conſcience of tel- 
ling an vatruth, and acknowledged it more 
then a Yeniall {1a to countenance ale through 
the creditof any religious order : well;laid Stg- 
nior Stepbano if you will nor licin your words, 
ty [ pray you lic ſtill in your beds, andir ſhall 

epartof my penance, toacknowledge mine 
crror , and make a retraCtation of offending 
you : This anſwere made way to the'ſedation 
ofthis vnquietneſle, and ſo we gaue oucrour 
parlee, and made ſome vic of a mornings 
fleepe. : 45h 
The next day the fricrs of cthemſclues remem- 
bring: their Matatine howers, after deuotion 
was oucrpafled, came votuntarilic into.our 
chamber, and with a ſmall preamble ofpacifi- 
cation preuailed ſo much with my compani- 
on, ( who by this time was as defirous of the 
novelty, 


(8) 
wonelty, as my {clfc) that wearoſe, and becauſe 
they would not bee interrupted in their diſ- 
courſe, we madea hderoaiches, and (0 
locking the doreto vs,attcnded thepoorc Men- 
dicant ; who thus began. 

My Brother and 1 about the tenth of September, 
embarked our {clues from Ormaus, and came to 
Catara, where the (briftian Carauan was almoſt 
ready for their voyage to ( aro, but before I 
proceed any further, I will beplaine to tell you 
che occaſion of our going thither; 1.partly for 
Curioſity; 2.partly = Dcuotion ; 3. partly for 


Wealth. 
r. Firſt, foc curioſity,the deftre ofacquain- 


taincewith forraigne Countries, and the wil- 
lingneſſe to 0 the Prafique in the other ſcale 
againſtrhe Theory; or,if you pleaſe,ro makeour 
{uperficiall reading the ſweeter by induſtrious 
experience, taught vs the way to conceiucy 
that all Countries might benarionall to a wilc 
man. 

2. Secondly, concerning Deuotion, hauing 
long {mce heard, char the Perſians in this place 
condiſcended euen againſt che rule of their Als 
choyan,ro communicate with certaine Portingall 
Fricrs, aboutthe7/erity of both Religions, wee 
(96N chought 


(9) 


thoughtitnotamiſſero pur itto thetriall,whe- 
ther we mightatraine toſucha meritorious act 
as the Conuerſton of a Mabametane. 

3. Thirdly, concerning Wealth, atthe end 
of Auguſt there is a generall fiſhing for Pearl, 
by reaſon thatthe Oyfters in this hormoneth re- 
fort to the ſhore, and as if nature had taughr 
them to breathe for aire, they gape, as it were 
in ſholes, and then the fiſhers, and ſuch as are 
appointcd for this purpoſe, throw little peble- 
ſtones into their mourhes, and ſo keepethem 
from cloſing againe;and thus arc their Pearles 
kindly taken out, and knowneto be full ripe 
by their colour. For you muſt conſider & 
Pearles groweas the meatin bignes, and yecld 
great —_ being ſoft, but eee moſt 
worth of eſtimation, as ſhe is Oriental, the ſhell 
makes that we call Mother of Pearle, and in the 
ſamethcy arcranked togetherliketeethin ones 
mouth, as if they were couckfed in a bed of 
purpoſe ; ſometimes 15.or 16. in a ſhell, onely 
the Pnion hath his name of being alone, and [ 
thinke is priuiledged with extraordinary great- 
neſle by os alone : Now at cuery draught 
(orif you will, courſe of ſeparation) they haue 
a cuſtome by way of gratuitic, to giue to ſuch 

religious 


(10) 
religious men as are reſident amongſt them, 
to ſome more, ſomeleſſe,according as afteftion 
ſhall induce them, fo that for my partſuch as 
they are, I haue 500. to thew you : at Catara we 
had diuers camels, that came from Iafn and Ca- 
tif}a : and within three daies according to their 
cuſtome 200. Arabian horſe came from Zoar 
and Cazape : there wasone principall Aga and 
4. ynder ( aptaines, and ſo in ſcucrall companies 
we prepared for the great deſert of Ela&, paſſing 
ſuch mountaines and ſtrange woods fl the 
voiage alone were worthy the deſcriprion;in 
regard we found ſnow in greater aboundance, 
then is in mount Sene/e, & ſo many wild bealts 
bothon the mountaines, andin the woodes, 
that welaynot one night wichouta hedge of 
ficr, & inſcucrall companies we made a thow 
as it were of a burning campe, and both Lions 
and Tigers cameto ſee, what wedid, though 
theydurſt not approach, we made thirty daics 
of this traucll, and ere wecameto Mecha had 
only {ighr of 3. Townes, for whoſe fake we 
fetched agreat compals, although the prerence 
was to auoide thc hugelt hills, and fo we went 
from Catara to Lagana to Salataand Gatha :from 
thence loding our camells with many skinnes 


and 


(1) 


and teeth of beaſts, as we vnloded them of our 
prouiſton, we came in good time to Mecha. I 
cannotcall ita city becaulc it is vawalled, nor 
a village, becaulcit hath 8000. houſes in it,nor 
rich becauſe the opulent merchant lics at Liden 
a port towne vponthe red ſcazſome 50. Italian 
mile from Mecha , nor poore becaulcit is{o po- 
pulous, for the reſort of ſo many thouſand 
ſtrangers thar come hitherto view thetombe 
of Mahomet , in which (as I my ſelfe was ) they 
arc all decciucd : for although he was borne 


heere, and hath CharaFGered with his Fame one 


of the gloriouſeſt ſtories in the world , yet was 
he not buried heere, but by aſtrangepolicie 
tranſlated ouer a great deſert, ro Medina Talnabi, 
where ar this hower is both his Temple and 
his Sepulcher ; by the way you cometo the 
pretty towne of Tacine:& howſocuer any man 
preſumes of his own cunning, & berter intelli- 


gence, yet from what coaſt ſocuer he comes, he - 


mult go to Mecha fir{t,and their receiuea ticket 
from the Beglerbeag ; for which he paics halfe a 
florenceducket,cre he can beadmitted into the 
Conuoy for Medina : a lirtell apprehentfion 
brought vs to the: knowledge afibelochingn 


andſo by generall conſent, my brother and1I 
C2 ro 
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(12) 
tocureour vnderſtanding the better , which 
was almoſt ylccrated with {trage variety both 
of reportand hiſtoric, went thither in perſon 
abourthe cnd of September , to be beholding to 
our ownecxpcricnce againlt opinion : But be- 
fore we camethither, we met with many paſ- 
ſcngers, as it werediſtraCted with feare, and 
when we camcfound all the country confoun- 
ded at aifion or apparition, which had laſted for 
a fortnight,and ſo continuing: 7. daies longer, 
affrigheted the people, and the rather becauſe 
no man durſt interpret the ſame, or couldin- 
deede bebcholding to diſcouery forthe truth; 
only one of the Deraices, aſtoniſhed chem with 
a {udden boldneſſe,and becauſcheere were ma- 
ny of therace of Mahomet, and ſome Dofors of 
the law,who repugning the oratory,rather be- 
lceued Naturalls and Lunaticks, whom indeede 
they immagine extraordinarily inſpired with 
a Supernatural Spirit. the poore Preeſt was much 
oftenſ1ue in his diſcourſerothemall; ſo they 
conſpired againſt him , and put him to death, 
by which occaſion hcere are Foure remarka- 
ble things to be conſ1dered, 1. Firſt the vi/ronir 
ſelfe'2. Secondly his oration, 3. Thirdly the man- 
ner of his execution. 4. Fourthly what a Der- 
nice is, - Concerning 


03) 


Concerning the viſion about the 20. of Septems- 
ber,there happened ſ{ogreata tempelt,that there 
was as it werealſencible darkneſle about mid- 
night, lo fearcfullarhunder, tharthoſe, which 
were alleepe werea wakenedat the ſame, and 
thoſe which were awake, beſides them(clues:ar 
laſt a voice like lightning madeaſtrange rup- 
rure,and with Significant Arabian Charatters {o 0- 
pened the thickecloudes, and diſpelled the va- 
powres that with a kinde of ſtench, & ſuffoca- 
ting ſ\mokethedarknes departed, & the people 
heard,and therelt readit ro this purpole, O why 
will yee beleene in lies ? For when the ftorme was 
appeaſcd, and thatthe ſerene cllement preſen- 
ted herfelfe to their veiwe, they, might cafily 
read theſewords in the firmament. Sometwo 
howres after betwceneto and threeinthe mor- 
ning,there appeared a womanall in white com 
pafled with thebeames of che Sunne, hercounte- 
nance was amiable andcheeretull, and the held 
in herhand a written booke : ſhe had no ſo0- 
ner mounted out of the North weſt and by We, 
to her full height and radiance, but round a- 
bour the Eaſt,and Sowth many armics of Turkes, 
Perſians Arabians, Moores and ſuch likeappeared, 
rancked as it were with martiall diſcipline,and 


ready 
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ready tocharge ypon her. bur ſhee with an'vn- 
daunted courage, kept herſtanding, and vſcd 
no other meanes, but only opencd the booke, 
at the ſight whereof the whole army fled,and 
preſently all the lamps about Mabomers rombe 
were extinguiſhed. For as ſoone as cucr the 
atparifion or viſion vaniſhed , which was com- 
monly an howerbeforc Sunnerifing, a plealanc 
murmuring wind was heard, to whole crupti- 
onthey imputcd the putting out ofthe lampes. 
For you mult ynderſtand ,. that though the 
windowes of the temple , were dooblcbarrd 
withiron, and richly guilt, well glazedand cu- 
rioully cemented , yer the [torme came ypon 
them with ſuch irmpetuoſitie,that neither glaſl 
- noriron withſtood the violence : the Temple, 
itſelfeis verichigh , made with a rotunde and c#- 
be faſhion , it hath manicgallerics, yet none ſo 
neerc in approch , as to diſcouer , how the 
Tombeis faltned : only the common opinion 
is, thatitis madcof (teele, and by cunning 1m- 
poſiureplacedin the Center of the Church, vnder 
agreat Adamant, whole vertue attracted irto 
the rop,this the lamps ſhew plaincly , thatther 
hangs ſuch acofhin:For 3009.lampescontinu- 
ally , night and day make amoſt Teifhpoonns 
| OW 
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ſhow abour the galleries, but yet how the cof- 
fin is faſtned, doe not diſconer ; onely my bro- 
ther and I learnt thus much, that the coffin is 
indcede moſt cunningly morrtiſed into the. 
roofc,and hath nothing in it, butthe firſt 4/- 
cheron originally writ by Sergins a monck, of 

the firſt orderthatcuer was, which contracted - 
with him; vho liued to ſee thepeople appre- 
hend,that the Angells had drawne him to hea- 
uen, and kept his monument with their conti- 
nuall guard about it: The monck indeed bu- 
ricd the body iuft ynder the place, and liued fo 
long, that heſaw thispolition of thereligion 
ratched, that it was Capital for an y man 70 dil- 
pute of the veritic of the ſtorie : 

The ancient pilgrimsI meane Turks of Maho- 
mets race, who after they haue viſited this place 
ncuer cut their haire , . were much exanima- 
red, and fo exaſperated at this accideht, that 
they wrecked their anger vpon'the'|poore 
Prieſt, who, for his plaine dealing paid 
for all. [ 

2. Thisis the Second'thing con(1derable: 
For his diſcourſe rended rorhis purpoſe": 4ya- 
ma Horranda : which is as much as Honourable 


troope of auditors , who knowes not but che 
God, 


(16) 
God, that made the heauen and earth by his 
inſtrument , ourProphet Mabomet , hath choſen 
ys of all the nations ofthe world to be his ſe- 
cret pcople , and for this purpoſe raiſed the 
great Othomanto expatiate his power, and en- 
large the Turkiſh Empire : For the world had 
neuer but three true religions', cuery one of. 
which had three principall Propbers : 

Firſt God choſe the ewes , and wrought 
wonders for them in Zgipr , and Canaan ynder 
thecondudt ofthar ſame Prophet Moiſes ; who 
preſcribedthem a law, which had both blel- 
ſingsand curſings, wherein queſtionleſſe, if 
they had held the beameof integrity vp aright, 
no doubt he would hauebinas an inpregnable 
' wall of braſſe aboutthem , and terrified their 
enemies with an hedge of fier ; as they vſe a- 
oainlt beaſts in the wilderneſſe : but when 
neither promiſcs nor threatnings, bleſſings nor 
iudgements, proſperity , nor aduerſity , could 
keeperthelepeopleclole to their maker , bur 
they proucd obſtinate and rebcllious, yea ſuch 
refractary delinquents , that they denied their 
God, and committed Idolatricin defpight,and 
made their ſonns goethrough the fee (an exe 
orbitant deuice of -- Denill :then God got.pn- 
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ly gaue them ouer to diucrs captiuitics, but at 
lalt-extirped them and. diflipated them ouer 
the carth, like chafte before the winde, ſo that 
by lamentable experience we f{ce, they haue 
now neither King, nor Preeſt, nor law, nor 
kingdome,nozgouernment,norcity, norany 
countrey of their owne;notwithſtanding God 
would not be vnfurniſhed of ſeruitots,bur pres 
ſently raiſed a new Prophet who taught thereli: 
gion of (briſlianity , and which is a wonder ta 
relate : For all they crucified this good man, & 
condemned him for a deceiuer of the people, 
neither taken with the piety of his life., nor ap- 
prehending the greatnefle of his miracles, nci- 
ther wondring at his perſon ,noradmitting.of 
his doQtrine, yctafter he was deadthe very rc» 
port ofa few fiſher men , madethat impreſſion 
into the hartsof the people, thatthe mighticſt 
Emperors and kings ofthe world, vailed their bo- 
nets to his very title , and laied their crownes 
downe, tp be commanded by- his miniſters; 
But it ſhould ſcemethey grew as corrupr as the 
Iewes, falling into a maine deviſion- of their 
(barch , with the diſtinction of Exft andweſt: _ 
creting moſt groſcly Idolatry againe , with4-+ 
ting vp of images, and a nombers -— 
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gaw foppifh ceremonics, beſides corruption of 
life and perſonall falts in many impious brea- 
ches of Les law, ſo that God was weary of 
them to, and not only ſent diviſions among(t 
them , but forſvoke them in the midlt of their 
violent race to gorwandize and calc, laſhing 
their ſides with the whipps of forraincpeople, 
anddiſpoſſeſling them of their chictelt cities 
Teruſalem and Conftantimeple to the contriltation 
of their hearts , and irrecouerable vexation of 
thcirſoules : yet ſtill is God thegoucrnour of 
the world, and prouides himſclfe of another 
Prophet and peoplc, raifing our great Mabomer, 
& giuing way to ournation to openthe ſtorc-. 
houſe of his wonders to-all theworld , and to 
holdthevictoric of many nations the {tronger 
vnto vs,with an vavanquiſhablearme, ſo thar 
no doubt weſhall thriue with aperpetuitic, if 
wecan ſeructhisGod aright,and take warning 
by the relapſeofothers,norto degencrate from 
thepeople of God indeede, bur obſerue them 
with the famefaith andxruſt, as they are com+ 
mitted ynto vs, But alas I tremble to ſpeake it, 
what haue wedone, and whar hauc'we ſcenc, 
-*ebauctranſgreſſed in cucry pointand from 

© wilfulnelse abrogatedour firſt 


- conlticutions, 
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conſtitutions, ſo thatGod isnot onlyangry, 
bur hath manifeſted itby wonderfull {ignes. 8 
rokens, keeping back our Prophet from vs, who 
as you know prefixeda time to returne, with 
the full conſummation of all happinefleto his 
people, ſo that full 40. yeares are clapſed be- 
yond his limitation, andouraccount, where- 
vpon this fcarcfull viſion is a prediftion of 
great troubles andalteration: 
For cither doth the opening of the bookein | 
the womans hand portcnd our manifeſt faling 
away, from the firſt ſcope and intent of our 
law, whereat as aſhamed the whole armed 
multitude departed,confounded withtheguil- 
tinefſe of their owneconſciences : orelle it {gs 
nifies ſome other booke, in which we hauc 
not yet redd,, and againſt which neither force 
nor pollicy ( as it ſhould ſceme) fhall preuaile. 
ſo that to ſpeake with an vadanted confidence 
of mercy Arn my God fortclling thetruth;[ 
am afraide ourreligion will beproued adulte- 
rate, & our Prophetdiſcoucred for Celluſion, 8& an- 
other brought from the touchſtone of truth, 
for the purer metraile, & ſo this (briſtthatthey 
ralke of, thall ſhine as glorious as the ſunne & 
fer vp his name with cucrlafting crernity. 
| D z Till 
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- Tillthis,the company were {ilcnt,but when 
they heard him lo audatious,they cried out vps' 
on this blaſphemy, and taking aduantage of 
their law, which makes all blaſphemy Capitall, 
they preſently conderancd him by a definiriue 
ſentence, and acquainting the Beglerbeag with 


all the occurrences, had both his conſent and 


warrant to put him to death. F. 
3 This is thethird remarkable thing, which 
I propoſed, becauſe he died not the ordinary 
death amonglt chem, whichis commonly ciy 
ther totic abour his necke a huge ſtone or pel- 
ler,&1o caſt him into the ſea;or cl{c ro ſtrangle 
himwith a ſtring madeof ſinues,like ourborv- 
ſtringes, for which executions certaine mutes 
arc alwaies ready; who caſt it ouer his head 
with ariding knot, and ſorwo prong one 
way , andtwo another, quickly thrattle him, 
& many times with the violececuen {uderthe 
wine pipe intwaine: but they. rooke himby the 
way of torturing , & [triping of him gaue hin 


_-farſtrheCorbatch,which was 100.blowes on the = 


ſoles of his feer, with a flatleuer cuen to the dra- 
ingotbloud, rhe poore man ſtil crying outon 
the woman that opened the booke.Then they 
rooke a Bulls pizell , and beathim all ouer 
ny the 
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thecracking of his finewos, laſt of all chey laid 


him vpona wheele, and withan Indian {word 
made of ftnewes halfeaninch thick a full yard 
long, a handtull broad ,” onely- it encreaſedto+ 
ward the point like a'tilhes taile , brake his 
bones all ro peeces, thePreelt crying.to thelalb 
gaſp O thou Woman with the booke ſaue me, and 
{p yeclded vp his foule , ©. no man knew ta 
whome: nor indeede how to demeanc them+ 
ſelves: Forthe ſameinſ{tant was afcarcfull tem+ 
pelt, and the Beglerbeag by, the conſent ofthe 
Muftie diſpatched certaine of the Spabies to the 
port of Sidon ,; that ſo they might acquaintrthe 
Emperor art ( onflantinople with all cheſe occurrens 
ces the {ooner, | | 
4, The Fourth thing conſiderable was the 

explication of this order of Deraices , who are 
more ſignificantly called Turners , they arc of 
the lowelt degree and ſtrifteſt orderamongl} 
them,much like our ( apkchines,they liuc in con- 
templation , and ſecme rauiſhed;with the appre- 
henſion of the ioyes of paradiſe. For they 
poten nothing butabſtinence, and with the 

latonifl inferr theimmortality ofthe ſoule:on 
the daic offolemniry,which is our friday, they 
mecte all together in one quadrant, or if you 
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will ſome rotmds, whichis gallered round a- 
bout for the people to be ſequeſtredin the hea- 
ring and viewing their ceremonics, which on 
this day commonly laſt three houres: theprin- 
cipall of theſe Preeſts , all the xelt ſuring croſle 
legdin the quadrant, raiſcth vp himſelfevato 
a certaine pulpir, before which , ſuchashaue 
beene pilgrims at Mecha with ſhaggand long 
haircareſcated, and on a desk lie their bookes, 
both of Perfian and Arabian charaFier : thus ad- 
uanced for the better accommodating his 
ſpcech to theauditery,he preachethan hower, 
and cuer as he names-the God that giues them 
bread , a murmuring filence muchlike our cu- 
ſtomeatthe name of leſa, is heard amongſt che 
people with low bending oftheir bodics, but 
1 nota wordi{poken. After his diſcourſe certaine 
1 muſick begins, and a ſongofthankſgiuing is 
diſtin&tlypronouncecd, hich finiſhed, the 
Preeſt, that preacht comes into the quadranta- 
monglt the reft, and leadcth a kinde of mea- 
ſurcs, with a ſoft and ſober gatc; according to 
the modulent ſound ofthe muſick, oinghaſt 
er, and faſter,asthe muſique increaſerh, they 

- continuing in the geſture, of looking _ 
| hHeaucn, and holding vp their hands, till they 
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rurneround as faft as they can, which laſtetha 
full quarter ofan hower,ſo that cither by faint- 
neſle or by cuſtome, they fall downe flat ypon 
the ground,being all in a ſwet, & ſo lic groucl- 
jng,til ar hauerccoucred their former breath 
& {trengrh,cerraine officers in the mean while 
caſting matels ouer them, lcaſt they catch cold? 
this turning hath foure diuiſtons, and laſterh a 
full bits bras time oucrcommeth allthings, 
and (o this ſolemnitie recciueth her period;on- 
ly the Pricſt, that preacht, returnethbacke a- 
aine to his pulpit, and after another ſong, 
bleſſerh the: companic, who preſently depart. 
Bur you muſt ynderſtand; thar.no-man out of 
the gallcries hath his ſhoes'on;; narin any, of 
their Moſques, though they paſſe butthrough, 
Beſides,theyarc of great accown, and fomeof 
the fantaſti ucsamongſt them, will vndertake 
ro intelpoie ne andviſlions,and as vc ay; 
rell fortunes: they commonly diſcouer the 
ſtrange geſture of naturals and lunaticks,whe 
are vnumocked; 'vnhurt- amongſt the; people, 
and ſo reuctenced: withi-the' better ſort, |'thar 
they, verily belecue ſome inſpiration atid cx- 
rraordinarie infuſcd - ſpirit. 'belongs- vnto + 
014, After 
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* 'Aﬀer the Prieſts exccution,, and ; that the 
whole country =_ tumultuous through the 
imrricarches and fearctull diſputing of this Vir 
ſion, tny brochcrand1,co preuent further dans 
ger, haſted ro Cayro, and in good time, as you 
ſaw,came orderly with the (arauan, onely che 
laſt night there Oormpe this diſceptation ber 
eweene vs: that the opening of the booke in 
the Viſion muſt needs fignifie our Bible; to 
which my haſtines inferred, not by way ofcon- 
tradiction, but by diuerfttic of argument, that 
then ſurcly we' doeill co ſhut the booke, that 
the people may not read ; which my. Auguſtine 
brother plainely rold' mee was {chiſmaricall. 
For the bgoke mightbe opcnedto theClergic, 
though horto the Laitic : whereupon I repli- 
ed;then belike theLaiciemuſt know no other, 
theh what. we relate 'vnto them : great reaſon 
ro0 (aid mybrother) the letter is death to ig- 
norane men, and it is ſufficient for ſuch as re- 
fmaine 19 other callings, ro vadcrſtand no 
more,then properly blokes to theirfaluation: 
Iſtill oppoſed; whereby our conference grew 
ro viikindnes, andſoreſterh, till a fitter oppor- 
tinitic for thedeciding, |: 2 5, | 

Well ſaid Sjgnior Srephano,agree as well az you 
171A can; 
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can; butro this Tagree, that as Iam mucha- 
maſed ar your diſcourſe, ſol am reſolued, thar 
this preſageth the conuerſton-of the Turks to 
Chriſtianirie; thereforeler vs haſte home into 
Halie, and there we (hall know what to truſt 
vnto,or atlcalt both ſecure ourſclues from the 
confuſtons of theſe Kingdomes,and be able to 
furniſh our vnderltanding with a better cer- 
raintic of theſe ambiguities. I told them 1 
would accompanic them to Alexandria, but I 
could yer naſe no further, till 1 had recciued 
letters from Florence for my diſcharge: and ſo 
we ordred our affaires accordingly, and com- 
ming with the-ſtreame,tooke the next arme of 
the river, which led vs to the Porr. 

But good Sjgnior, one noueltic begets ano- 
ther,at ourſctling our ſelues, we found that the 
day bcforc, there was arriucd the Archb ſhop 
of Rhodes, confined into Zypt by the Baſhas, 
cucn in amannervpon the like occaſion,as the 
Deruice PreifÞ was executed about Mecha: yer 
there was ſuggeſted againſt him the delivering: 
of ccrtaine priſoners, whom they call by the 
name of ſlaues ; amongſt whom, diucrs 
Knights of Malta fo ouercamecthe priuate re- 
gard of hirſelfe, that inmcere _ 
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and ſome happy remembrance of the place, 

wherein he liucd, he aduentured his owne life 

for their freedome; all which learned out of 
2 diſcourſe of his owne, as the Friers brought 

vs into his preſence,and we gaue attention vne 

ro his $rauitic and orderly relation of his buſ1- 

nes: but beforeIenter ypon the particulars of 
his diſcourſc, I muſt remoue certaine blocks 
of contradiction, and make my way clearc 
from abſurditic,and that rough manner of diſ- 
puting by Queſtions, according roa prouerbe, 
that a foole may aske a Queſtion, thar all the 
wiſe men in the world cannot reſolue. 

1. Firſt then you muſt know, that al. 
thoughthe Turkehaueconquered Greece,and 
ſomeparts of Hungarie, yet he admitteth the 
tolcration of any religion, ſothatthey contri- 
bure his cuſtomes, and acknowledge his ſupe- 
rioritic,he is contented to leaue them to their 
owne cſtabliſhments; ſo that the Greeke 
Church doe publikely maintainetheirceremo- 
nics,and the Roman Catholicks haueby them- 
ſelues a Church by the nameof Francks, cucn in 
Conflantinople, or ns will, inthe /mes of Pera, 
or Galats, chuſe you whether: yea when the 


would 
hauc 
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haue farmed his placeto the Iewes, the Viceer 
did not permit the ſame,burtby way of punith- 
ment,confinde him to Zio, from nM with 
a bcliall ſpiric, he in a monſtrous contumacie 
- went to Mesko, and about the yearc 1588. re- 
{1gned thar tile to the Archbifhop there, & for 
100000. pecces of gold, inveſted him with the 
abſolute Primacie of the Patriarck of theGreek 
_ Church: but ſeethe ipſt iudgment of God,cre 
he had paſſed quite through Moſdaxia,certaine 
Ianiſarics ſer vpon him, and not onely rooke 
away his gold, but bereaucd him of his life. 

2. Secondly, you muſt conſider, that a- 
mong the Turkcs in taking of priſoners, they 
haue no diſtinction of perſons , bur in their 
ranſome accounting all ſlaues; and confining 
them to the Gallies with an ignominious 
robe, ſhauing them, and marking them on 
ſome parts of their fleſh. 

3. Thirdly, that this famous towne, and 
harbour,and lland of Rhodes was remarkable 
for two things. 1. Firſt,for a Coloſſus of braflc, 
which boaſted of great antiquitic, and was in- 
* deed a man in abſolute proportion ſtradling 
ouer the hauen, betweene whole legs, a ſhip 
with full failes, top.and top gallant, might en- 

E 3 


cr; 


(28) 
ter; ſo that when the Turke ſurpriſed: this 
place, he laded 1500 Camels with therubbifh 
of this one monument, whereby. molt of his 
great Ordinance were calt, which be now in 
the Tapinare, the office of his Artilleric ; and 
whercas you ſhall rcad that.S. Part. writto the 
Coloſfans, it was no other then. the inhabitants 
of Rhodes, 2. Secondly, that after the Anights 
Templars were difſolucd, there aroſea new or- 
der to lupply that placc,called S.Johns of Jernſa- 
lem, who-when the Turks conquered Siria and 
Palcſtina, were of ſo great reuenew.in Europe, 
that for. many yecarcs, they. both cxpulſcd the 
Saracens, and held wars with thele new Ma- 
humetancs : till. at laſt the high decider of 
controuerlics-{ubmitted them. to. alceration, 
and bath their Monaſterie and- their Palace 
were pullcd in.pecces., by thoſe barbarous 
hands, that ncither ſpared Ieruſalem, nor the 
wondermentof theworld,the Temple of Dia- 
4 in Epheſus, falſified by ſome ſtories vpon 
Heroſtratus, who to perpetuate to himſclfe. a 
name, of yillanic, {etit on fire. 4. Laſt.of all, 
that howcuer the Alchoran poſition, of not 
diſputing of their religion,ſcaled vpasit were 
Fro wide of. mens tongues from (going at 

| large, 
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large,yet will they heare ſtrangers in ciuill op- 
polition,and cuen the ſtricteſt arguments, that 
may conculcate and beat downe their new in- 
uentions : but this ſeldome happens, becauſe 
cither they learning none bur-the Perſian or 
Syriack language , few men vnderſtanding 
theirs,can diſpute with them. 
Burnow to the Archbifhop: 

Aftcrthe Friers had oucrpaſled the ceremo- 
nics of gratification, & amplified the diſcourlc 
of there trauell with the circumſtances of the 
viſ1on, the Archbiſhop replied: your newes hath 
no way-gQrany hand of my admiration. For 
ithath beene long ſince frequent: amongſt ys, 
and vpon another report of the troubles in 
Europe , eſpecially that it.rained a whole day 
bloud into Tiber , and that three ſunns were 
ſcene in full radiance ouer the citicof Rome,ma- 
ny. Greeke preeſts reſorted vnto me.to Rhodes 
with an impreſſed cheerefulneſſe', ' as it our 
Church were alrcady re-eſtabliſhed in the firſt 
forme of the primitiue patterne : nor paſſed it 
thus anbng our {clues ; butthe Baſhab ſent 
for meinall haſt, and notonly demanded my 
opinion of theſe things , but made meanes to 


certainedoRors of their law to enter into furs 
ther. 
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ther diſputation with me, I cold them plainely, 
that the originall of Mabomet was a mcere de- 
uiſe, which they might cafily perceiuc by the 
aſſotiation of Sergius one of our moncks. For if 
he had becne a Prophet of God , he would que- 
ſtionleſse neucr hauc intermingled any deui- 
ces of man : thenagainefor his prefixed time 
of returning,it was a thing neuer heard nor red 
of , that any one returned from thedcad, nor 
ſhall cuer riſc,till the laſt diſsolution,and there- 
fore how mucharcyou beholding to that God 
which you doc now worſhip , that hath from 
heaucn diſcoucred yntoyou ina viſion what 
you muſttruſt ynto intheſe latter times , & if 
you be not ftupified with obftinacy,& remain 
more ſtony hearted then cuer the ewes were, 
that crucified the Sauiour of the world, now 
arcglad ridings brought vnto you:Forthe wo- 
man, which appcarcd is queltiouleſſe the 
Church of God compaſsedabout with a Sunne, 
repreſenting the ſonne of righteouſneſse, cuen 
/} the Sauiour of mankind, without whom 
no fleſh can come to happineſsc ; the booke in 
her hand is queſtionleſ theſcriptures,and the 
opening of it, prefigurerh the ſearching and 
contemplation of the ſecrets : but whereas ſo 

great 
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om anarmy ſtil fled,as ſhe opened the booke, 
ow can any thing beperſonated by ir, but thac 
both Perſians, Moores , and your ſclucs, will be 
aſhamed and abaſhed to concciuc in whar a 
ſortiſhignoranceandlencelefs blindneſse, you 
haue bcene ſo many yeares detained, therefore 
cmnbrace the truth, and recurne to Chriſttanity, 
which will bring you into chedireCt path of 


ſaluation, and in the end theglorious king- 


domeof hcauen. Why replicd one-of the Dae. ih Dfie, 


gors, how can this be? your prophet was but a 
man, as ours was, and for inuentions of men 
your religion exceeds, and farreexceedes thoſe 
fanaticall impoſitions, as you termethem that 
cucr Mahomet gaue vs. 

But among all as the Ieves hauc oftcntold 
you,there bethrec or fourc ſuch ſtrangethings 
in yourrcligion, thatitis impoſſible for an ho- 
neft reſolutionto apprehend, that God would 
be ſcrucd ſo foppiſhly, and childilhly : Firſt the 
crefting of Images: did God caſt away the 
lewes, & as I haucheard, curſcd Irroboams calucs, 
yea rent the kingdome from your great Salo- 
mon , and all becauſe he gaue way to the Idols of 
his wiucs,and will you hauc vs beſo WP t 

® 


againe, asto heap vp: vengeancefor ſo foule 
an 
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points of faluations are held amonglt them, 
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an abſurdidicon our owneheads? Belecue it, ir 
will ncucr be and it is impeſhible. 

z* Secondly yourprophanation of the Sab- 
both. Doe we or the Ives buy and ſell as you 
doc? Jabourand traucll, carand gurmandize, 
gamboll andplay, dance, and fingand com- 
mitſuch Ska on that day, asifallche weeke 
were tied into one bundell, and then ſcropen 
to floriſh herexpences. 

3. Thirdly your diſpenſations with {nne 
and ſelling ofindulgences for mony: O God! 
is Goda recciucr of money ? or what conccit 
hauc youto thinke, that he that isall louc and 
mercy , will be corrupted with reward , or 
brought abour with mercenary bribes? 

4. Laſtofall your ſumptuous liucs, and ex- 
ceſle of vanity, wherein your (ardinals goc bee 
yond greater princes , and fſhameindeedetheir 
profeflion with vanſanCtified ſuperfluitic :I 
name no morebecaule, I knowtheſe be vn an- 
ſwerable and notcapable ofthe diltinctionof 
perſonalll falts. 

With thatl replicd, alchough theſe mightbe 
all well excuſed with circumſtantiall infirmi- - 
ries, and apologicall inferences, that the maine 


yer 
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yetyou know, we hauc oppoſed Rome in theſe 
things,and not enly returned the pride of their 
ſupremacy vpon their heads , burdiſcoucred 
their tirannous viurpation of our rights. For 
Chriſtianity began in Antioche and the Greekes 
were the firlt receiuers of theeruth, long before 
the Latines , therefore belicuc it without fur- 
ther diſputing,vnleſs we had time to ouer look 
Ptolemers library of 200000. bookes, both 
Rume ſhall bediſrobed, Antichriſt diſcoucred, 8& 
the riucr of Tiber low with bloud, as this the 
rayning of bloud prefigureth , and Mabomerh 
himſclte proued an impoſtor,ſo that both Iewes 
and Turks doc what you can,and ſay what you 
lift, ſhall betaken into our fold; and ſer downe 
in theaccounts of Gods ſheepe, and theChriſti- 
an flock of ( brift. 

When I had made an cnd of my ſpeech, I 
proteſt I cannot tell; whetherIleftthem to the 
extremity of rage or laughter: For they were fo 
farr from approouing my words, that they cri- 
ed out it was pitty ſuch a fellow ſhould liue, 8 
 fothe Baſhaw to ſhewhimſelfea true mainrat- 
' ner of the Othoman glory,commitred meto pri- 
ſon, wheteI remained, vnrill ſuch time as their 
camea new enforeement againſt me, for hid- 
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ingout of the way certaine knights of Malta, 
flaucs, and raken by their gallies ina florentiue 
ſhip as ſuppoſed to ioyne with the pyrates, that 
had proiccted the ſurpriſing of Scanderon : but 
the Baſhas willing to ſauce my life,as much af 
fecting theſe gray haires , my former demea- 
nor, and that outward proportion [ carry,ſhip- 
ped mefrom Rhodes ro Alex; and hathcontined 
mean cxile ro oipt , with licenceto liucin 
( ayro as I liſt, 

Hence aroſe anew contentibn betweene the 
Fricrs and himſelfc, about the Popes ſuprema- 
cic, & theaugmentation of the Clergies pow- 
erfrom the donation of Princes,and the ſuffra- 
ges of generall Councels, bur the Archbiſhop 
quickly cut them of, and told them plainely, 
thatthe Italian Biſhop was but an viurper, and 
he madeno doubt but theraining of bloud in- 
ro Tyber prefigured the deſtruction of Rome, 
& the ſhining ofthe Sunns an hereafter mani- 
feſtation of greater truth: Forfellowes, ſaith he, 
you COT. our lobn,Patriarcb of( onſiantmo- 
ple beganne theſe rumors of ambition , againſt 
whom your Biſhop of Rome, called the Great 
Gregorie oppoſed, aſsuring himthatany aſſump- 
tion of ſuch an yniucrlal title wasantichriſtian 


but 
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but what followed: the deſtraQtion of Phocas 
and Mauritius the Emperors of the Eaſt, and 
the horrible combination of Bonifacius in the 
Welt, which your Biſhops can relate, as for 
your Arrian fa&tion;what a wonder was ſhown 
in the world,when our poore Athanaſus for op- 
poſing 700. Biſhops, was condemned for an 
Heretick, had not our bleſſed Emperor inter- 
dictcd the ſentence, and ſauing him,by a viſton 
{cnt for him to priuate conference, wherein the 
ſpirit madchim ſogreat a workmaſter, that he 
confirmed the Emperorin his faith, and made 
that Creed , which is ſo famous , for thecon- 
uerſ1on of Exrepe : as for your Images, who 
knowes not, that the Councells of Nice, and 
Conltance were contradictory abourtir, and'at 
laſt a ſentence preuailed for their overthrow, 
and ſo could I procced tothcouerthrow of the 
reſt, burthatI will haueno further wrangling, 
therefore haſt you into Italic and mark butthe 
rcuolution of times,and whatIby way of pre- 
diction hauc ſpoken : For on my ſoule both 
Tewes and Tarks ſhall turne to Chrillianiti ,and 
Rome your babileniſh Rome, fhall beſct on 
fire, to theterror of allthe world , that haue 
wiſhed well to thegreat ſtrumper, who hath 

F 2 made 
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madethe Kings ofthe carth drunke with the 
cup of herabomination. With this thecom- 
pany deuided themſelues. The Arch-Biſhop 
prepared for Cayro : the Friers and the reſt tor 
Flornice, and I ſerled awhile in Alexandria, from 
whence hauing ſo conuenicnt a meſlcngerT 
thought it my dutic to acquaint you with theſe 
occurrences, wherein if Ihauc ſomewhat cx- 
tended the limits of a letter, Icraue yourpar- 


donand hopeyou will conceiue,that my good 


will ouercame diſcration;andſolcommuit my. 
ſelſe ro your careformy diipach} and inall hu- 
militic, Baſciole honorate mani di F. S. « 


-- 
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i The#Tranſlators Epilogue. 


V HatT haue done, you now both ſee 8& 
read, For it cannot berecalled,nor do 

I meaneto makeany apology,though 
it be bur likea ſpiders cobweb, fir for nothing 
but {weepingaway, leaſt I prouc likerhe cour- 
tier, that leaped reatonable well vpon the fud- 
daine taking him in his bootes , At when he 
thought ro put themof, and make apparenc 
his further dexterity and ſtrength, he cametar 
ſhort , and thus you ſhall read of Protogenes 
pencell , that hauing made an arteficiall dogge 
and comming to finiſh ir, with che muzlled 
hairc about his chaps, he ftill miſliked ir, and 
wiped it away, till ar laſt caſting his pencell 
from him'in a rage, he effeQed that by chance, 
whichall hisart was defeCtiucin: For applica- 
tion I hauc now done athingas wefay , ex im- 
proni/o, not caring to what victhereader puts it 
ro,{o I haue my owne ends t yerasLheare, it 
will belikt, whether I will or no;and is mecrely 
a tricke of blind fortuneto out-faceboth good 
cndeauvours , and true ſcholer{hip-: Forlevme 
ncucr be truſted ; if eueriſo hood-winckrt a 
8 bayard 
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bayard aduentured before on ſo harda ſtile, 
anddurlt publiſh it as a worke, cither wor- 
thy. the viewing, or cenſuring. The obſti- 
nate Papiſt will {torme, and the pedanticall 
humonſt will ſwcare, if not ſweat : the 
cenſorivus traucller will ſmile , the noucliſt 
will buy it, though ic werealye; and hethat 
liues by an Almanack will ſuppolc,there may 
be ſomcthing in it for direCtion; the yong man 
may aftcct it, being himſeltenortſolid enough 
fora Critick; and ſome old men may be yong 
cnough tocntertaine it :The free-hearted Gen- 
tleman will fay, it was well done to affright 
idlcnes with ſome endeuors ; and the man of 
grauiticandlearning will conclude it a deuiſc 
ro get money. To ger money ; whats this 
world goes? In the name of Couctouſnes,who 
would care for money? when cucry mans 
dores are open to the hungry belly,cucry na- 
| ked ſouleclothed,cucry cmpry purlc filled,na 
a man cannot looke fadly,burt his friend wi 
aske him, whathe ayleth ; and if want be the 
_ cauſe, ſend him a gratuitie the next morning; 
. when our yong Ladics will lcauc off theirtters, 
painting , and fethers to beſtow ir on poore 
Schollers;and a man ſhall no ſooner character 
A 
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a booke with a Mecenas,bur the Lord will ſend 
all ouerthe towne to looke him out, and not 
trouble him to waiteypon him: when the mo- 
ney ſhall be ſpared, that was wont to be {ſpent 
vpon Barbers, panders,and whores,and equal- 
ly diuided amongit men of well-deferuing. In 
a word, when olde acquaintance will ſtay his 
Caroch in the ſtreets roſpeake to his decayed 
frend ; and when he comes home tonegoriate 
with him,will ſend for him vp without excu- 
ſes,though he bein bed with his Lady. Not- 
withſtanding all this, conſidering my difa- 
{trous improuidence, and dogged humor to 
{narle at the baſenes of men indeed; I was 
olad it got money: For if the wort fall; I 
thall beable whileitlaſt to pay for my dinner, 
and preuentthe cutting my throat,in expecting 
to be ſent for el{c-where : yet good Reader, in 
way of ciuilitic,l wouldit could get you ſome- 
what too ; thar is, if you cannot belecue it as 
truth, yet ro make that vſc of it, as if it were 
true ; and then ſhall you know,there is but one 
way to happines,and all theprzdiQtions, pro- 
pkeſics, viſions, apparitions, Comets, invnda- 


tions, ſtormcs, tempeſts, famine, warrc, altera- 
tion, 


(4) 
tion, and ſubucrſion of Kingdomes, with all 
the cabinet of myſteries, tend to this end, that 
premium and pena be the maftring curbs of the 
world:that is,that God hath a Magazin of iudg- 
ments to inflict on the obſtinate ſinner with 

puniſhments; anda ſtore-houſc of mercy 
to ſupportthepenitent ſoule 
with comfort. 
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